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62 The Drive,
Whittinghame College

11 The Drive, Pombal House

Pombal House was a Jewish boarding school for young 
ladies, run by Miss Pyke and Miss Solomon. According to an 
advertisement of 1887 it provided a modern education for 
young women leading to preparations for university exami-
nations. At this time the attendance of women at university 
was not yet well established, and it was uncommon for 
women to be prepared for entrance examinations. 

Whittinghame College, was founded as 
a boys school in 1931 by Jacob Halevy. 
It saw itself as the “Jewish Eton” and 
charged similar fees.  
The aim of the school was not only to 
deliver a high-standard of education but 
to turn out Jews who felt equal pride in 
both their Britishness and their Jewish-
ness. Jacob Halevy subscribed to an 
open and inclusive form of Zionism and 
his beliefs were reflected in the school’s 
practice of educating Arab and Muslim students alongside 
Jews. Jacob Halevy himself had grown up in Palestine along-
side Arabs, before the creation of the modern state of Israel. 
The name of the school derived from the Scottish birthplace 
and ancestral seat of Earl Balfour of Whittingehame, Balfour 
himself representing a positive form of patriotic British-Jew-
ish identity. 
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2AD Church Road,
St Andrew’s Church

31 New Church Road,
Brighton and Hove Hebrew Congregation

By the 1960s, the Hebrew Congregation had outgrown its 
Middle Street Synagogue in Brighton and the majority of its 
members now lived in Hove. They therefore required a larger 
premises located at more convenient walking distance for 
Hove residents. This generous plot of land was bequeathed to 
the Hebrew Congregation by Louis Cohen in 1961 and today it 
serves as the main orthodox synagogue in Brighton and Hove. 

George Basevi, Jewish convert and notable society 
architect, had been a favourite pupil of Sir John Soane. He 
died falling from scaffolding at Ely Cathedral where a brass 
plaque now commemorates him. His remains lie here in a 
family vault with his wife Bathsheba and daughter Emma. 
At this time, aristocratic Sephardi families converted to 
Christianity in order to make their way in English society and 
therefore were buried in English churches after death. In 
addition to the Basevi family, there is also a wall memorial to 
Ephraim Lindo in this church. The Lindo, Basevi and Disraeli 
family were all connected to one another through marriage. 

The church of St Andrew is an unusual 
destination on a Jewish heritage trail,
but it has some exceptional Jewish
connections. Firstly, it was rebuilt by
Jewish architect, George Basevi,
 first cousin to Benjamin Disraeli.
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Osborne Villas, David Mocatta

37 Adelaide Crescent, Flora Sassoon

Flora Sassoon was born in Bombay, 1859 to an extremely 
affluent family. In fact, the Sassoon dynasty is often 
described as the “Rothschilds of the East”. Flora Sassoon 
was educated to a high level and was very intelligent. She 
spoke six languages, was well versed in Jewish texts and 
was knowledgeable on the writings of ancient Eastern 
manuscripts. After her husband died, she successfully ran 
his business while also raising their children, hosting society 
parties and involving herself in public affairs. Towards the 
end of the century she moved to England and resided in 
this house between 1894 and 1914.   
According to Anglo-Jewish 
historian, Cecil Roth, Flora: 
“walked like a queen, talked like 
a sage and entertained like an 
Oriental potentate.” 

The Italianate villas stretching down this street are one of 
the lesser-known creations of Jewish architect, David 
Mocatta. This style was extremely popular in the 
nineteenth century, particularly after Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert commissioned the building of an Italiante 
mansion on the Isle of Wight, Osborne House. This road 
was named after the new royal residence and Mocatta’s 
design reflects this source of inspiration.  
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Beach opposite Brunswick Square,
“Maccabi Beach”

4 Brunswick Square, Amy Levy

Amy Levy, was a British essayist, poet, 
and novelist. She was the first Jewish 
woman admitted to Cambridge 
University and the first woman to enter 
Newnham College, Cambridge. Amy 
Levy was born in London but in 1876, 
aged 15, she was sent by her parents to 
Brighton High School. This school was 
founded by women’s rights activists and 
was influential in shaping Levy’s early 
ideas on the “New Woman”. 
During this critical period in her life, she lodged here at 4 
Brunswick Square and also at 27 St Michael’s Place. Amy Levy 
experienced recurring episodes of depression and sadly 
ended her own life at the age of just 28. 

One of the most popular locations for Jewish youth growing 
up in Brighton and Hove in the 1950s and 60s was the so 
called “Maccabi Beach”. This was a meeting spot for Jewish 
youth to make friends, start romances and listen to the new 
transistor radio. The original location of “Maccabi Beach” 
was a little further along the way to Hove, but when a storm 
lowered the level of the shingle, young Jewish men who had 
been accustomed to show off their prowess by jumping off 
the sea wall found they no longer could.  They therefore 
moved to this spot, where the feat was still possible. 
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43 Palmeira Avenue,
Brighton and Hove Reform Synagogue

70-71Cromwell Road, The Palmeira

Brighton and Hove’s Reform synagogue was formed in 
1955, as an alternative to the Orthodox synagogue. After a 
number of temporary homes for the congregation, the 
community found a permanent base in this purpose-built 
facility. The standout features of this building are of course 
its ark and stained-glass windows. The glass was designed 
by John Petts to commemorate the Holocaust. 
The commission for the glass had originally been given to 
Chagall, but due to ill-health the project was passed on to 
Petts who himself was not Jewish but who had been one of 
the liberators of Bergen Belsen. 

Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid (1778-1859) was a 
prominent merchant banker and railway 
director. He was granted the title of Baron 
da Palmeira by the Queen of Portugal for 
his services in resolving financial issues 
between Portual and Brazil after Brazil’s 
independence.
Although he did not use this title in daily life, it was the reason 
he named the 200 acres of land he had purchased in Hove the 
“Palmeira Estate”. Originally farm land, the Palmeira Estate 
developed many roads in Hove including: Adelaide Crescent, 
Brunswick Road, Brunswick Place, Holland Road, Lansdowne 
Place, Lansdowne Square, Osborne Road, Palmeira Square 
and Western Road. The Palmeira Pub is a visible reminder of 
the Palmeira Estate and contains some memorabilia relating 
to Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid. 
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79 Holland Road, 
Hove Hebrew Congregation

6 Lansdowne Road,
Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue

Originally a Victorian Gymnasium, this building was converted 
by architect Markus K Glass into the unique synagogue you see 
today. It still remains an active place of worship belonging to 
the Hove Hebrew Congregation. 
The Hove Hebrew Congregation was created when a small 
group of congregants originally belonging to the Middle Street 
synagogue broke away around 1927 due to disagreements 
over the mode and style of worship. It was not uncommon for  
east-European Jewish immigrants to feel dissatisfied with the 
Anglicized services found in British synagogues. Break-away 
congregations could retain their own traditional practices, and 
continue to worship as they had in their home countries.  

The Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue was founded in 
1935. At its beginnings, the congregation worshipped in 
private houses until it acquired and rebuilt a gymnasium that 
stood here on Lansdowne Road in 1937. The design for the 
synagogue was created by Edward Lewis in an international 
minimalist and modernist style.  
In December 2000 the congregation appointed Rabbi Elli 
Tikvah Sarah, one of the first 10 female rabbis ordained in 
Britain. She is also an openly gay woman and an outspoken 
supporter of LGBT rights.


